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Bush to Tell UK 



Nov 19 th —US President 
George Bush is to defend 
the invasion of Iraq on the 
first day of his historic 
state visit to the UK. 

Mr Bush is expected to 
tell the audience at 
London's Banqueting 
House on Wednesday that 
war is sometimes the only 
way "to defend values". 

The president's visit 
comes amid 

unprecedented security 
due to anti-w'ar protests 
and increased terror fears. 

His speech will follow' a 
formal welcome from the 
Queen and Duke of 
Edinburgh at 


Buckingham Palace, where 
he is staying. 

Despite the most intense 
police operation ever seen 
in London, the Mirror 
newspaper claims to have 
exposed a breach in 
security. 

It claims one of its 
reporters got a job as a 
footman in the palace using 
fake references and was set 
to serve the president his 
breakfast. 

I he Stop the War Coalition 
predicts that 100,000 
people w'ill take to the 
streets on Thursday for the 
main protest against Mr 


Bush's visit. But US 


officials have said the 
president will defend the 
use of US and British 
troops to topple Saddam 
Hussein, when he 
addresses Banqueting 
House at lunchtime. 
American journalists 
traveling with Mr Bush 
were told his speech 
would say: "History has 
shown that there are times 
w'hen countries must use 
lorce to defend the peace 
and to defend values." 
Prior to the speech, there 
is to be a formal welcome 
for Mr Bush and his wife 
Laura from the Queen and 
Duke of Edinburgh at 
Buckingham Palace. 

Greeted by a 41-gun 
salute, they will be 
driven the short distance 
from the Belgian suite, 
where they are staying, 
to be met by the Queen. 
Prince Charles. Prime 
Minister Tony Blair and 
other dignitaries. 


Nov 18 --SPIN 

BOLDAK, Afghanistan 
(Reuters) - Taliban 
guerrillas claimed 

responsibility Tuesday for 
the weekend killing of a 
French aid worker that 
has prompted the U.N. 
refugee agency to 

withdraw staff from the 
south and east of 
Afghanistan. 

The attack Sunday that 
killed 29-year-old U.N. 
refugee agency official 
Betti na Goislard raised 
pressure on the 

international community 


to send peacekeeping 
troops to provinces where 
resurgent Islamic militants 
and warlords hold sway. 

Referring to the killing in 
the town of Ghazni, 
southwest of Kabul, 
Taliban spokesman Mullah 
Abdul Samad told Reuters: 

i . ' 

"Yes, we did that Our 
guerrillas were involved in 
killing that Christian 
woman. We have 
confirmed information that 
most of the foreigners 
working in our country are 
American agents and have 
no sympathy for 


Afghanistan. 

"We will not spare them," 
the Taliban spokesman 
said. "They are not doing 
anything for common 
Afghans, but are preaching 
Christianity in 

Afghanistan or spying 
against the Taliban." 
Another Taliban 

spokesman denied the 
militia's involvement, but 
government officials, local 
residents and U.N. sources 
blame the Taliban for 
repeated attacks on "soft 
targets" such as aid 
workers. 




The News: Jang 

(Pakistan) November 
17, 2003 Chief of 

Awami Qiyadat Party 
Gen Mirza Aslam Baig 
(retd) has said that 
.Taliban are 


reorganising in 

Afghanistan to fight 
against the US-led 
forces. Talking to 
journalists at a local 
hotel, he said some 
Mujahid leaders met him 


Mon Nov 17, Associated 
Press, KABUL, 

Afghanistan - Suspected 
al-Qaida terrorists 

attacked a contingent of 
U.S. and Afghan troops in 
eastern Afghanistan, 
• sparking a firelight in 
which five fighters were 
killed, a spokesman for 
the U.S. military said 
Monday. 

The attack occurred 
Friday in the Barmal 
district of eastern Paktika 
province. U.S. military 
spokesman Maj. Bryan 
Hilferty told The 
Associated Press. 

A 

"Anti-coalition forces 
attacked U.S. and Afghan 
National Army forces in 
the Barmal area," Hilferty 
said. "We returned fire 
and killed five al-Qaida 
terrorists," he said, adding 
that eight Afghan soldiers 
were wounded in the 
clash. 

He did not say what led 
coalition forces to believe 


the men were part of 
Osama bin Laden's terror 
network, as opposed to 
members of the ousted 
Taliban regime, who have 
also been carrying out 
attacks on U.S. forces and 
their Afghan allies. 
Hilferty strongly denied 
allegations by Paktika 
police chief Daulat Khan 
that U.S. forces had killed 
six civilians in the area on 
the same day. 

"We take our rules of 
engagement very seriously 
and I can assure you that 
these terrorists were not 
peaceful civilians," the 
spokesman said in an e- 
mail response to a written 
request for information 
about the incident. 
Khan had said six civilians 
were killed when U.S. 
warplanes dropped a bomb 
on their vehicle on a road 
in Barmal on Friday. 

Meanwhile, the military 
announced that U.S. and 


Afghan forces pursuing 
suspected Taliban 

insurgents through the 
steep, snow-covered 
mountains of eastern 
Afghanistan had 

confiscated rockets, 

mortars and other 
ammunition in recent 
days. 


But there has been no 
fighting since Friday in the 
operation, dubbed 

Mountain Resolve, which 
began Nov. 7 in Nuristan 
and Kunar provinces. 
Hilferty said. 

An American soldier was 
killed on Friday when his 
vehicle struck an explosive 
device near Asadabad. the 
capital of Kunar. An 
American soldier also was 
reported wounded there, 
but it was not known if he 
was hurt in the same 
explosion. 

On Saturday, U.S. soldiers 
found a weapons cache of 
about 100 small rockets, a 
few hundred mortar 


Nov 18 --PARIS 

(Reuters) - The United 
States w ill stay the course 
in Afghanistan and Iraq 
despite the military and 
political challenges it 
faces. Secretary of State 
Colin Powell said in an 
article published on 
Tuesday. 

Writing in the Paris daily 
Le Monde before meeting 
European foreign 

ministers, he said 
supporters of the ousted 
Taliban "want to turn the 
clock back" in 
Afghanistan while in Iraq 
"remnants of the old 
regime remain to be 
defeated." 

France spearheaded a 
group of war critics, 
including key countries 
such as fellow European 
Union member Germany 
and Russia, in opposing 
the U.S.-led invasion of 
Iraq last spring. 
Powell said Washington 
1 was det ermined to finish 

US Denies 
Afghan 
Civilians 
Killed 


the task it started when it 
led attacks on Afghanistan 
in 2001 and Iraq two years 
later to depose despotic 
regimes and bring 
democracy. 

"Afghanistan and Iraq are 
two theaters in the global 
war on terrorism." he 
wrote. "We must have the 
patience, we must have the 
determination to slay the 
course and pay the price in 
the certain knowledge that 
we are doing the right 
thing. 

"There is no doubt as to the 
outcome in Iraq," he wrote. 
"The defeat of the 
remnants of Saddam's 
regime is certain. So is the 
defeat of the terrorists from 
abroad who are coming to 
Iraq to visit their hatred 
and fear of progress on the 
Iraqi people and those who 
are trying to help them. 
"We will find them 
wherever they are and 
destroy their network." 
Pow'ell cited Afghanistan 

Nov 17 ,h —Local officials in 
south-eastern Afghanistan 
say six civilians have been 
killed in a United States air 
strike near the Pakistani 
border. The United States 
has denied the allegation, 
saying US-led forces killed 
five suspected al-Qaida 


K 


1 ! 


and informed that they 
would reorganize to get 
freedom from US-led 
forces. He said there 
was no chance of 
sending Pakistani 

troops to Iraq. 



as "an excellent model for 
how' the international 
community can work 
together." 

He did not say the same of 
Iraq, despite noting that 30 
other countries supported 
President George Bush in 
the war. 

French officials have 
noted with satisfaction that 
Washington has changed 
policy in Iraq. now 
favoring a quick return of 
sovereignty to the Iraqis 
similar to the smooth 
United Nations-led 

transition of power in 
Afghanistan. 

Powell said the United 
Nations has played "an 
indispensable role" in 
post-Taliban Afghanistan." 
He was due in Brussels 
later on Tuesday for talks 
with counterparts from 25 
current and future 
members of the European 
Union on a range of issues 
which have divided the 
United States and the EU 
all year. 

militants in an exchange of 
fire. The incident took place 
on Friday in Barmal district. 
Paktika Province. 

A US spokesman said eight 
Afghan soldiers were 
injured in the clash and 
evacuated to receive 
medical treatment 
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The Court and Guantanamo 


Nov 18—ISTANBUL (Reuters) - 
Turkey said on Tuesday it had 
established a link to 
Afghanistan in the suicide 
bombings of two Istanbul 
synagogues, making its clearest 
statement yet that Osama bin 
Laden s al Qaeda network was 
behind the attacks. 

As Turkish media named and 

m 

published photographs of four 
foreign-trained Turkish Islamic 
militants they said were 
involved in the bombings, 
Foreign Minister Abdullah Gul 
said police were hot on the trail 
of the culprits. 

Two vans packed with 400 kg 
(850 pounds) of homemade 
explosives detonated outside 
the synagogues on Saturday, 
killing 25 people and injuring 
300. 

"It has emerged that there is a 
link with an organization in 
Afghanistan in terms of belief 
and understanding," Gul told 
reporters when asked if the 
bombings which shook world 
markets, were linked to al Qai 
da. 

'The emerging evidence 
demonstrates that the security 
services have been very 
successful in their work," he 
said. "A trail has been found 
and relationships have 
emerged." 

Al Qaida operated openly in 
Afghanistan until U.S.-led 


forces toppled the Islamic 
Taliban administration in 2001. 

London-based Arabic-language 
newspaper al-Quds al-Arabi said 
an al Qaeda unit had claimed 
responsibility for the attacks and 
promised more strikes against 
the United States and its allies 
Britain, Italy, Australia and 
Japan. 

Gul did not say if Turkish security 
services, aided by Israeli 
authorities, were moving toward 
any arrests. 


Police declined comment on the 
newspaper reports naming four 
suspects until DNA testing was 
completed. Newspapers said the 
badly mutilated bodies of three 
of the men were found at the 
scene and the fourth was 
missing. 

All of Turkey's main newspapers 
said the four were Turkish and 
from the town of Bingol in 
eastern Turkey, 800 km (500 
miles) from Istanbul. The 
pictures of the four appeared to 
show men in their twenties or 
thirties. 

"Here are the four names; Police 
lift veil of mystery on suicide 
bombings within 60 hours," the 
Hurriyet newspaper said in a 
front page headline. 

"Four al Qaida Turkish militants 
organized synagogue bombings," 


Office of the 
Spokesperson. Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs Kabul, 
Nov. 17, 2003 

United States 

Congressional leaders, 
reflecting strong bi¬ 
partisan support for 
I Afghanistan, met with 
Foreign Minister Dr. A. 
Abdullah last week in 
Washington D.C. and 
expressed their 

commitment to 

Afghanistan’s 
reconstruction, security 
and political process — 
showing approval for a 
constitutional system 
being implemented in the 
country. 

During his U.S. visit. 
Foreign Minister 

Abdullah held talks with 
several Senators, 

including Sen. Chuck 
Hagel (R-NE), Sen. 
Joseph Biden (D-DE), 
Sen. Jay Rockefeller (D- 
W.Va), Sen. Lincoln 
Chafee (R-RI). Sen. 
Christopher Dodd (D- 
CT), Sen. Edward 
Kennedy (D-MA), and 
Jon Corzine (D-NJ). 
The Senators expressed 
confidence in the Afghan 


Government headed by 
President Hamid Karzai. 
and appreciated the 
reforms and rebuilding 
efforts that have taken 
place over the past two 
years. They expressed 
concern about the security 
situation, especially the 
attempt by Taliban and AI- 
Qaida terrorists to disrupt 
peace and normalcy in the 
country. They agreed that 
challenging times lie ahead 
in Afghanistan, which 
require strong international 
attention and assistance. 

Foreign Minister Abdullah 
thanked members of the 
Senate and the House of 
Representatives for their 
support of the recent 
supplemental bill that 
provisioned additional U.S. 
aid amounting to $1.2 
billion over the next fiscal 
year for Afghanistan. All 
parties agreed that Afghan 
reconstruction and 

recovery needs should be 
re-assessed, and new 
pledges should be 
discussed at an 
international conference 
scheduled to take place in 
early 2004. 


the Sabah newspaper said in its 
headline. 

The Turkish media described all 
four as radical Islamists who 
had been trained on visits to 
world hotspots where Islamic 
militants were active. 

Three of the four received 
training in Pakistan and Iran. 
The background of the fourth 
man was still unclear but he was 
believed to have made trips 
abroad too, media reports said. 

One of the four had also fought 
in Chechnya against Russian 
forces. 

They were either members of 
the Turkish militant group, the 
Islamic Great Eastern Raiders- 
Front (IBDA-C), or the Islamic 
Movement, both banned in 
Turkey. 

IBDA-C surfaced in the mid- 
1990s with a series of bomb 
attacks on bars, night clubs and 
churches in Istanbul. Its leader 
Salih Izzet Erdis was jailed in 
1998. 

Financial fallout from the 
bombings and other Middle East 
violence kept global markets on 
edge although not to the same 
extent as on Monday. 

"I think people are still worried 
about the threat of terror 
attacks," said Kenny Tang, 
associate director at Tung Tai 
Securities in Hong Kong. 


M 


Dr. Abdullah also held 
separate meetings with key 
House members James 
Kolbe (R-AZ), Henry 
Hyde (R-IL), Jane Harman 
(D-CA), Tom Lantos (D- 
CA) and Porter J. Goss (R- 
FL). 

He appreciated the bi¬ 
partisan support given to 
Afghanistan in the House 
of Representatives and j 
encouraged the members j 
to continue their efforts to 
help the Afghan people 
overcome the ongoing 
challenges in the political, 
security, human rights and 
reconstruction sectors 
while pursuing a 
democratic path. 

The members of Congress 
also expressed support for i 
Afghan efforts to curb the 
cultivation, production and 
trafficking of illegal drugs. 
Afghan Ambassador to the 
United States. S. Tayeb 
Jawad, MoFA 

Spokesperson and D.G. 
Information Division, 
Omar Samad, and Chief of 
Protocol, Farid Zikria. 
accompanied the Foreign 
Minister in his meetings in 
Washington. 


The New York Times 
November 17, 2003 

OPINION 

The Supreme Court look 
a welcome step when it 
agreed last week to 
decide whether the 
Guantanamo detainees 
could challenge their 
status in civilian courts. 
Over the objections of the 
Bush administration, the 
justices will review a 
lower court's refusal to 
hear their claims. The 
Supreme Court should 
hold that the detainees 
have a right to a legal 
proceeding to challenge 
their confinement. 

Hundreds of detainees 
have been held at a naval 
base in Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba, since their capture 
in the Afghanistan war, 
with no idea of when they 
will be released. Those 
who may have been 
captured in error have had 
no chance to make that 
case. After more than a 
year and a half. 16 of the 


detainees are suing. They 
are not asking for full¬ 
blown civilian trials, but 
they argue that they should 
be given a chance to 
contest their detainment 
before an impartial 
tribunal. 

The administration had 
urged the Supreme Court 
not to hear the case, 
arguing that the detainees' 
status is "constitutionally 
committed to the executive 
branch." The 

administration contends 
that the Guantanamo base 
is not part of the United 
States, and it invokes a 
1950 Supreme Court 
decision holding that 
federal courts lack 
jurisdiction over the 
military detention of 
foreigners ’ outside the 
United States. 

When the Supreme Court 
rules next year, it should 
vindicate two important 
legal principles. First of all, 
it must send a forceful 


message that the detainees 
have a right to challenge 
their confinement before a 
tribunal. Given the 
absolute control the United 
States exerts over the 
Guantanamo naval base, 
and the terms of the 1903 
lease giving it that control, 
it is disingenuous for the 
government to argue that 
the detainees are outside 
its jurisdiction. 

It is no less important that 
the court make clear to the 
administration that it is not 
above the law when it 
wages its war on terrorism. 
Rather than arguing that 
its detainee policies are 
lawful, the administration 
boldly asserted that the 
courts had no right to 
review them. The Supreme 
Court will undoubtedly be 
hearing similar arguments 
in the days ahead. Now is 
the time to say clearly that 
the court, not the 
president, has the final 
word on what the 
Constitution permits. 



Nov 18—KABUL (AFP) - 
Canadian and US 
diplomats officially 
handed over voter 
registration kits to Afghan 
election officials who are 
preparing for next year's 
presidential polls. 

The kits supplied by 
Canada with US help will 
be used to register some 
10 million • voters in 
30.000 villages across 
Afghanistan (news - web 
sites) from December 1. 
US charge d'affaires 
David Sedney said 
registration of voters was 
particularly important in 
Afghanistan as the 
country prepares for its 
first democratic election. 

"It will be what makes the 
elections credible to the 
Afghan people." he told 
Afghan and foreign 
officials working on the 
voter registration and 
election. 

It will help the people of 
Afghanistan put aside the 
legacy of the last two 
decades of conflict and 
factional violence and 
outside interference and 
start to build their own 
country, their own 
society, their own 
democracy," he said. 
Chief UN electoral officer 


Reginald Austin said the 
country faced many 
problems as it prepared for 
the election scheduled for 
June 2004. 

"In particular now we also 
face very significant 
security problems as 
unfortunately the tragic 
events of the last week 
have proved to us," he said, 
referring to the murder of a 
French UN worker in the 
southeastern town of 
Ghazni on Sunday. 
Austin called for the 
international community to 
support’ the Afghan 
government "to ensure this 
situation is dealt with 
seriously" so that voter 
registration and elections 
could proceed. 

The United Nations (news - 
web sites) has warned of 
the need to dramatically 
improve security in 
Afghanistan ahead of the 
elections, amid a surge in 
violence blamed on 
Taliban militants in the 
south and east of the 
country. 

"To those Who are opposed 
to this process, just as they 
stand against peace and 
reconstruction in general, I 
have only this to say: 
Afghanistan is leaving you 
behind'," Canadian 

ambassador Christopher 
Alexander said. 


"Make no mistake, this 
group is a tiny minority 
notable only for its 
frequent recourse to 
violence and whose views 
have no serious 
constituency in this 
country today," he said. 
Alexander said the 

elections were crucial for 
the future of the war- 
ravaged country. 

Voter registration was a 
challenge in a country 
without any census or tax 

data, he said. 

* 

"We do not underestimate 
the complexity or scale of 
the voter registration 
challenge in this country," 
he said before handing 
over the registration kits 
made in Canada at a cost 
of 10.4 million Canadian 
dollars (seven million US). 
Each kit contains 
equipment to supply 5,000 
voters with photo-ID 
registration cards, which 
they will present to vote in 
the polls. 

Women could opt out of 
being photographed in 
the Muslim country, an 
election official said. In a 
bid to . reduce fraud and 
multiple voting, voters 
would have their fingers 
marked with indelible 
ink after casting their 
ballots. 
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The largest wireless company in Afghanistan is about to get even begger and better 
In a few weeks we will upgrade our network with world class GSM equipment 

provided by Siemens 
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♦V.rrfVAV iJjbjoojiuC x ... x. , 

J^rn^b " j 9 3 O* * 1 J {A 


j-x»j JLiJj3 3ja JLx^l 
jLS'jS' Ajj ^jbtljj jl* 

J—^ j-A jAj aJ^3jf 

C^aS j C—U* j C--a jLjjX 

lA-^I ft Aj^j^j Ij jyJ^S) 

J-nPolylj-iJ j f j* l j-> 

\x il L» a L? I j jLo I Jo ji?j* a 
3 Ljla I Jj-J I A_a ^-JxjT ...^ A-S~ 
L-^ xj o xx . .> lj jL :*? '_A». - ..,^* 
Cx_Ji5" ij—Jj jLjli33 j-jLs 

—b jj JiAbo 

.-.I .x Pi x.^. *7 


Aj-a^ 

jljli" jjjlc— 3L ^jIA- 
Ji-bbjjAli 

^jLAA* j3 jJL_ioo 31 j—.0 

j»lA> La ^y- J xa \ 4 0 j 

olalia ^Ja-xi la 

l—^b A-o I j jL-i5j5” ^<jj A_1 
0-4> j3 AXlaAl-ilj^ 3ljT 
JLxS"lo jT j jLa «La j 7.7.. 1 £JU 

A : ..., ; jLAolj jLa>l .j-b-J 
jj-xlS' la a JO 3 Ax la . JLal 

bJjJ ji Jjl ^LLo ja A jLo 
.33jf j-AaO 3ljao 
j jJ-y^j jjlAxo*^! 
A»j jlj 0* x..xI ^JjjLoo v_JLx j3 
JxJLo <U*-ol> J$\*£^Ajj£ 

|*^3 J 3 Ojl- J j,--ajl 

CA-bjJ A-a jAl> Olj-Aao 

*±J* j T '*->-* ' 
trt-** j ^ J^ix^ ijt-** j 1 
jt-tjlj ixr'x» i ^‘H Ao_^3 

A ^ A1 i«*> A ^ I ji> ft ^ l - •*'^3 

w-JLol jL jU JLo ^ajLkJ 
^5—L ^Jjlj 

A-^ ^jjLLl ^ Lib ^^.axo/3 v^Lj 

- I ft A.xoj Luj u ~ J Lj I 

Jl-- j_^> p_Aj La jJ Ij 

^-~_>l3ja4_a jl_^> A 7 . .. a , l . ^ 

(oAjLa J-fAj, j3jJ'"4.oj>’ 

S, ■o. 1 . .o 5 ** J I J l a *<SA >|L> 

jij'xr*" ur+**i J^J 

Jjl l>^ Ijaj . 3ja J>lj> 

JxT^ajjS" 3j> tajjS" 3j> a 5* 
.Xjl3 AajAj a jjS" Ji* 3jj- 
^j-ixx/Tjlo jA^ 
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